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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
ST. LOUIS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
210 NORTM 12TH STREET
8T. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63101

™ REMLY ALrER TO

SUBJECT: Van Meter Dam (Mo. 10658), Phase 1 Inspection Report

This report presents the results of field inspection and evaluation
of Van Meter Dam (Mo. 10658).

It was prepared under the National Program of Inspection of
Non-Federal Dams.

The St. Louis District has classified this dam as unsafe because of
heavy tree growth on the downstream face, excessive seepage under
the dam, and a highly rrodihle spillway.
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SECTION 1 - PROJECT INFORMATION

1.1 GENERAL:

A. Authority:

the National Dam Inspection Act, Public Law 92-307,
authoriczed the Secretary of the Army, through the Corps of
Engineers, to initiate a program of safcty inspection of
dams throughout the United States. Pursuant to the above,
the St. Louis District, Corps of bngincers, listrict bngi-
neer dircected that a safety inspection be made of Van Meter
Dam 1n Saline County, Missouri.

b. _Purpose of Inspection:

The purpose of the inspection was to make an assessment
of the general condition of the dam with respect to sabety)
basced upon available data and a visual inspection in orden
to determine if the dum poses hatards to husan lite o
property,
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July 21, 1960

Mr. Joseph Jaege-

Director of Parks

Missouri State Park Board

P.O. Box 176--1206 Jefferscn Puilding
Jefferson City, Missouri

Dear Mr. Jaeger:

On July 18 I had the pleasure of inepecting the proposecd
reservoir at Van Meter State Park in conjunction with Mr. Coates, Mr.
- Grogger, and Mr. Culpepper. A carcful inspection of the abandoned
l!mestone quarry near the park and geologic conditions in the resorvoir
Area roveal nothing of an unsatisfactory nature geologically as related
to the proposed reservoir. There {s no evidence of marked solution,
oink holes, or other natural underground drainage which might cauce ex-
cess leaking of the reservolr. Bedrock is exposed in the stream valley
in the reservoir area and it appeara that an excessive amount of trencl.ing
will not be needed to place the dam on reasonably solid rock.
‘ Throughout much of the reaervoir area, bedrock {s conceeled
with the exception of {n the stream bcd and the major visable material 1a
loess, which {is predominantly silt in the lower part and coutatns a higher
clay fraction in the upper part. The major problom appears to be one of
finding sufficlent material for conctruction of the danm in view of the very
low clay content of the lower part of the loeos. I concur with Mr. Grogger
in suggesting that acditicnal boringo be made to makae certuin that sufricient
plastic material {s available for construction of the dam. And [ bel.eve
all of us agree that loa¥age does not appear to be & n.ajor prouvlem

As you undoubtedly realise, onc cannot make a 10°'% gua:antee
On any reservoir site, but this one is, in my cpinion, a satiefactory cue
if sufficient inaterial can be found.

With peresonal rega--,.

Trommane | Heve:ilye

State (Geologls! SHEET .‘J,APF‘ENUIX b
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